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In the name of Allah.
The Most Beneficent,
the Most Merciful
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An Overview of the Life and Legacy of

Dr. Niamatullah Pazhwak

Dr. Niamatullah Pazhwak lived an exemplary life, leaving behind an
impressive legacy of modesty, resilience, achievements and integrity in public service

In particular, his record as an
Afghan educator dedicated to
honest service to his country
and fellow Afghans regardless
of rank, position, ethnicity or
religion 1s remarkable. Dr.
Pazhwak’s drive and foresight
were evident from an early age
when he sought to excel in
education and other aspects of
life despite losing his parents
as a child and coping with sub-
sequent financial and social
challenges of the times in Ka-
bul. In spite of the environ-
mental constraints, his strength
of character and natural talent
enabled him to reach some of
the highest levels of academic
and professional success within
and outside of Afghanistan.

Equally important, he led a
happy and full family Ilife.
Family and friends as well as
strangers, benefited from his
wisdom, optimism, kindness
and mentoring. He always pro-
moted hope and demonstrated
a strong sense of fairness, hu-
mor and realism. His versatile
personality had something to
offer to all walks of life and all
ages along with a wealth of

information on Afghan and
non-Afghan literature and soci-
ety. His openness to ideas, re-
freshing views and energy
would transcend through his
insightful conversations on his-
tory, politics, education, or his
interest in books, music and
poetry, specifically Pashtu po-
etry and music.

Dr. Pazhwak’s rich biography
may be summed up in the fol-
lowing few sentences for the
benefit of the younger genera-
tion of Afghans living in the
United States and elsewhere,
including his own grandchil-
dren. Dr. Pazhwak was the son
of the late Judge Hafizullah
born on August 12th, 1928 in
Kabul. He completed his ele-
mentary and high school edu-
cation at Habibia Lycee, gradu-
ating in 1949. He received his
B.A. from the Faculty of Lit-
erature at Kabul University
with honors. Upon graduation,
he began his illustrious official
career by joining the Ministry
of Education (1955). In a pro-
gressive career path, he repre-
sented Afghanistan at a num-
ber of conferences including

the regional UNESCO confer-
ences held in Karachi, Pakistan,
as well as in Bangkok, Thai-
land. Subsequently, Dr.
Pazhwak undertook a research
assignment exploring aspects of
education in India and met with
Indian governmental leaders
including Jawaher Lal Nehru
during his stay. Upon his re-
turn, he was appointed as Di-
rector-General of the Teacher
Training College 1956, known
as ‘Dar- ul- malemain’. In this
position, assisted by an aca-
demic team of counterparts
from Columbia University,
U.S., he led efforts to improve
the educational system, teach-
ing and learning models and
curriculum in Afghanistan. Dr.
Pazhwak played a key role in
selection, design, and




publication of textbooks used in
schools across the nation to en-
sure better standards and higher
outcomes. In appreciation of his
outstanding efforts, Dr. Pazhwak
was awarded a scholarship to
continue his higher education at
Columbia University in New
York, where he earned a Mas-
ters degree in Education (1958-
89);

Upon his return from New York,
he was appointed as the princi-
pal of the Habibia Lycee, the top
high school in Afghanistan. Dur-
ing his three-year tenure there,
he served thousands of students
and improved the school ad-
ministration by introducing criti-
cal reforms, leaving a legendary
name in the history of that
school as he strived to reach out
to each student, offering sup-
port, encouragement and coun-
seling. Later on in his life, most
of the students from that era
would approach him to show
appreciation for his tenure at
Habibia Lycee and his contribu-
tion to their intellectual and per-
sonal growth. Dr. Pazhwak’s
efforts and collaboration with
the “Columbia Team” led to a
doctoral scholarship at Colum-
bia University (1962). Upon
earning his Ph.D. in Education,
he resumed his career as a pub-
lic servant in Afghanistan ap-
pointed as the Director- General
of the Secondary Education De-
partment at the Ministry of Edu-
cation (1965-68). During this
time, he was invited by the Brit-
ish Council to visit Britain and
review the education system
there.

Dr. Pazhwak was later ap-
pointed as the Cultural Attaché
to the Royal Afghan Embassy
in Moscow, (1968-70). This
was followed by being ap-
pointed as the Director-General
of the Translation and Publica-
tion Department at the Minis-
try of Education (1970). In
April 1971, Dr. Pazhwak’s ca-
reer took a different turn when
he was appointed as the Gover-
nor of Bamyan Province, one
of the touristic provinces in the
country. During his tenure as
governor, “The Second Class
of the Order of the Sacred
Treasure”, one of Japan’s high-
est medals of Honor was con-
ferred upon Dr. Pazhwak by
His Majesty the Emperor of
Japan who visited Bamyan.
This assignment was followed
by an appointment as the Gov-
ernor of Kabul, the capital of
Afghanistan. (September 1971)

The late Prime Minister Musa
Shafiq appointed Dr. Pazhwak
as the Minister of Interior
(1972). In this capacity, Dr.
Pazhwak was invited to visit
the police training institutions
in West Germany where he
was awarded the German
Friendship Medal. As Af-
ghanistan turned into a repub-
lic, the late President Daoud
Khan selected Dr. Pazhwak to
join his cabinet as the Minister
of Education (1973). This
marked Dr. Pazhwak’s return
to his passion and field of ex-
pertise in education. During
this period, he led Afghani-
stan’s delegation to Turkey’s

50™ Independence Day celebra-
tion and received the honor of
placing a bouquet of flowers at
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s me-
morial and signed the remem-
brance book on behalf of the
fifty participating nations. In
recognition of the historic rela-
tionship between Turkey and
Afghanistan, the Turkish Gov-
ernment awarded Dr. Pazhwak
the country’s official medal of
appreciation. Later, he visited
France, where the French
Prime Minister awarded him
France’s prestigious academic
medal in recognition of Dr.
Pazhwak’s efforts in improving
education standards in Af-
ghanistan (August, 1974). Dur-
ing the same visit, he repre-
sented Afghanistan in
UNESCO’s 18th Assembly
held in Paris. He also paid offi-
cial visits to Iraq and the for-
mer USSR to expand Afghani-
stan’s relations with these na-
tions in the field of education.
During Dr. Pazhwak’s tenure,
a number of new schools were
opened including Isteglal High
School supported by the
French Government.

Dr. Pazhwak resigned as the
Minister of Education late in




1976, due to his opposition to

the government’s education
reform policy. He led a private
life for some years as political
turbulences engulfed Afghani-
stan.

Eventually, he felt compelled
to return to public service as an
advisor to the Soviet-backed
government of President
Babrak Karmal (1981-86), as
Afghanistan descended to-
wards chaos and extremism.
In this capacity, he mainly
served the needs of the under-
privileged Afghans whose lives
were adversely affected by the
Soviet occupation and intensi-
fied violence, destruction and
displacement. During this time
of ordeal, Dr. Pazhwak contin-
ued to focus on improving pub-
lic service and solving a multi-
tude of issues and complaints
faced by ordinary Afghans in

areas such as education, health
and municipal services. Dr.
Pazhwak also accepted to serve
as a member of the “National
Reconciliation Commission” in
the hope of putting an end to
military intervention and con-
flict through negotiation and
diplomacy. (1987)

Dr. Pazhwak worked tirelessly
to unite Afghan factions and
facilitated the process of re-
form and reconciliation by re-
maining in Kabul and later
serving as minister without
portfolio, in Dr. Sharg’s cabi-
net (1988). During this time, he
served as President of the
“Afghan-Swedish Friendship
Society” (1988), Vice Presi-
dent of the “High National
Commission for the Prevention
of Narcotics, its Cultivation
and Smuggling” (1988), Presi-
dent of the “National Commis-
sion for the Cultural Decade”

adopted by UNESCO (1988-
89), Head of the Afghan dele-
gation to 31st assembly of the
“World Federation of the
United Nations Associations”
held in Ottawa, Canada (1987),
Member of Afghan delegation
to the former Czechoslovakia
(1988), and Member of Afghan
delegation to the United Na-
tions headquarters (1988). Dr.
Pazhwak was also invited,
among other international fig-
ures from more than seventy
countries, to participate in the
“Asia and Pacific Conference
on Peace and Cooperation”
held in Vladivostok, USSR
(1988).

Dr. Pazhwak accepted an ap-
pointment as the Deputy Prime
Minister in Khaliqyar’s cabinet
(May, 1990), once again driven
by a compelling need and hope
to reverse the course of Afghan
conflict by influencing the
policies of President Najib‘s
government towards reform

and the formation of a repre-
sentative national government
committed to peace. Dr.
Pazhwak resigned his official
position after he was con-
fronted by President Najib for
his repeated

criticism of
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government policies, in par-
ticular in his famous public
speech at the Afghan Academy
of Science (November, 1990)
where he decried the authori-
tarianism and legitimacy of the
government. He refused over-
tures of getting involved in Af-
ghan governance and politics
ever since as he witnessed his
worst nightmares for his peo-
ple and country materialize
during the ensuing years.

Dr. Pazhwak believed in serv-
ing his people and not the gov-
ernments in power. His pres-
ence, guidance and courage to
fight injustice and corruption
likely made a significant dif-
ference in the lives of many
people. At his own peril, he
frequently put the rights of or-
dinary and disadvantaged Af-
ghans and integrity in public
service ahead of his own posi-
tion. His career also demon-

strates openness and frankness
in working within the system
to reform it and critique poli-
cies and practices that failed to
serve the national welfare and
interests of the Afghan people.
As unbiased and rigorous re-
search in contemporary Afghan
history would confirm in the
decades ahead, Dr. Pazhwak
record of public service super-
seded party politics and he
never accepted membership
of a political party.

In 1992, as violence and inte-
rior war erupted in Kabul after
the victory of Mujahedeen, Dr.
Pazhwak was forced to aban-
don his beloved country and
home, heading to Peshawar,
Pakistan, like thousands of
other Afghan refugees. After
two difficult years of exile in
Peshawar, Dr. Pazhwak and his
wife arrived in the United

States (1994). After settling in
Virginia, Dr. Pazhwak’s pas-
sion for teaching and education
along with his determination to
work and remain independent
kept him going despite reach-
ing the retirement age. Dr.
Pazhwak remained active and
contributed to multiple institu-
tions of higher education in
Virginia for almost a decade.
Even when he was virtually
confined to home due to frail
health in the last months of his
illustrious life, Dr. Pazhwak
maintained a keen interest in
Afghan and international af-
fairs by reading and listening
to news on a daily basis and
engaging with his children and
grandchildren in discussions
and family activities.  Dr.
Pazhwak passed away in peace
on October 30th, 2009 at his
home in Fairfax, Virginia. Dr.
Niamatullah Pazhwak is sur-
vived by his wife, Mrs. Afifa
Pazhwak and their five chil-
dren. May his Soul Rest in
Peace!




Excerpts from

Dr. Niamatullah Pazhwak’s Speeches

On Civil Society:

Scholars have been the guiding
source and the brain behind
human advancements through-
out the history of human kind.
I think, today the main task of
Afghan scholars should be to
promote peace in Afghanistan
and attempt to strengthen our
severely damaged national
unity. Perhaps, some of you
wonder as to why you are ex-
pected to be responsible for
establishing peace? Think
again, if you, as educated Af-
ghans, are not expected to
solve complex Afghan issues,
come up with ideas and solu-
tions, show courage and be
willing to sacrifice — will it
make sense to expect this from
Afghans with little or no edu-
cation? The answer is ‘No’ -
you are it! Khoshal khan
Khatak says:

‘Men wearing turbans are in
thousands

But those who are competent in
tying it are few.’

You are the ones who are capa-
ble of tying the turbans and
you should be expected to do

SO 2
(The Afghan Academy of Science - November,
13th, 1990, Kabul)

On National Reconciliation:

“This is not the time to add salt
on the wounds of Afghan peo-
ple. We should attempt to
mend the wounds. Those who
spread hatred and animosity
among people of Afghanistan
must realize that hatred and
animosity do not heal at once.

It is not like the Soviets’ inva-
sion of Afghanistan that ended
with their forced departure.
When hatred is spread into the
minds and hearts of a nation, it
runs into the veins and arteries
of the body, it spreads to fami-
lies and is passed over to future
generations. We will probably
not be able to reverse that for
hundreds of years to come, if
we do not prioritize strengthen-
ing our national unity now.
When we do not stand
together, we are like injured
fingers. But if we unite and
come close tightly as a fist, we
will be able to break our en-
en"ly’ steeth.’ (Abdur Rahman Pazhwak)
There is a proverb in Pashto
language that says:

‘If | say it is me and you say no
it is me, it is neither you nor
me - but if | say it is you and
you say it isyou; then it is you

and | bOth.1(The Afghan Academy of
Science - November, 13th, 1990, Kabul)

On National Unity:

“There is no doubt that
Afghanistan, like its neighbors
and many other countries, is a
multi- ethnic and diverse na-
tion in which every tribe or
ethnicity have inherited their
own unique characteristics.
However, all Afghans have
enormous interest and loyalty
to an united and independent
Afghanistan. Any attempts at
damaging national unity and
hurting Afghans’ feelings, will
only benefit Afghanistan’s ene-
mies — not a single Afghan will

benefit from such efforts
whether carried out covertly or
otherwise.”

(The National Reconciliation Commission -
January, 3rd, 1987. Kabul)

On National Pride:

“Afghan People do not trust
just everyone or every group.
Although a deprived nation,
their political wisdom has al-
ways been evident throughout
Afghan history. They have al-
ways supported sincere and
efficient leadership and have
discouraged and rebelled
against incompetent govern-
ments. The political oppression
applied by those in power or
their foreign allies may have
forced silence at times, but it
has never been able to subdue
Afghans’ nationalistic pride
and their quest for independ-

ence and freedom.”
(The National Reconciliation Commission -
January, 3rd, 1987, Kabul)

Serving my ideals:

“Throughout my career, I have
always worked for an ideal, not
a person or a group. This has
been a principle that I continue
to dearly cherish. . That ideal
has been to serve my people
and our beloved nation, Af-

ghanistan.”
(The National Reconciliation Commission -
January, 3rd, 1987, Kabul)
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Dr. Pazhwak as Minister of Education represented Afghanistan to participate in the celebration of Turkey’s 50"
Independence Day and was given the honor to place the flowers at Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s memorial and sign the
remembrance book, on behalf of the 50 participating nations. In recognition of the historic relationships between
Turkey and Afghanistan, the Turkish Government awarded Dr. Pazhwak the country’s official medal of
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In 1971, Dr. Pazhwak took the responsibility to serve as Governor of Bamyan Province, one of the most touristic
regions in the country and home to the world’s second largest Buda Statues. “The Second Class of the Order of the
Sacred Treasure”, one of Japan’s highest recognitions was conferred upon Dr. Pazhwak by His Majesty the
Emperor of Japan during his visit to Bamyan in 1971.
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The French Prime Minister awarded Mr. Pazhwak France’s prestigious academic medal in recognition 7
of his efforts in improving education standards in Afghanistan (August, 1974) A
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Please accept my deepest
condolences and sympathy on
this very sad moment of your
life on death of your father,
Mr. Niamatullah

Pazhwak. His death is a great
loss to Afghan nation. In this
very important moment of
history, Afghanistan lost a
great caring, professional
leader, and the most wonderful
man of his time, which will
be impossible to fill his
place. I wish Allah would
bless you, and all your
family with mercy and
patience to suffer such
painful loss.

Nazir Saheed/Regional
Manager | Moby Group/
works with Tolo TV

Birth and death are realities
of life on earth and it is all
in hands of Allah almighty.
The loss is irreparable and
the wound non-healing but
a bitter truth to be accepted.
I lost my father almost 20
years ago and not a single
day goes without having
him in my thoughts. May
respected kaka jan’s soul
rest in peace and I pray to
God to give you the
strength to go through this
tough period.

Fahima Fathah/Afghan
Women’s Organization/
Toronto, Canada

Heaven just got richer, but
what a loss to this world! Your
dad was a great man - so admi-
rable and kind... I really loved
him and will continue to love
sharing my memories of him!
Emily Bratton/Your father’s
student/USA

o OCTOBER 30: 2009. FAIRFAX

Dear family, thank you for
being my family. While I'm
sad and hurting over the loss of
Baba jan, I'm so glad
everything surrounding his
passing had to do with peace
and sharing in a close knit
family and I was there to share
some.

Yesterday (Nov 10) was the
anniversary of Mustafa Kemal

: .NI'I‘A_MAIULLAH PAZHWAK, Ph.D.
SON

OF
JUDGE HAFEEZULLAH KHAN

i
12, 1028. KABUL. AFGHANISTA
ok VIRGINIA

s

Ataturk's passing; i.e., national
Remembrance Day. Soon after
I landed, I joined a few friends
for dinner at a place called
Cumhuriyet, a restaurant-bar
that Ataturk frequented. It was
moving to see his table
preserved with his photo, a
candle, flowers, etc, much like
what we have for Baba jan. All
the great men and women in
heaven, may they watch over
us and continue to love us.
Sirin/Turkey

Good people never dies, they
are always alive, forever.
Someone who has raised their
children in a way that the
country and people are proud
of them will always be in
people’s heart. My sincere
thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Massoud Yawar/Afghanistan

I was deeply saddened to
hear about the tragic loss of
your beloved father,

my dear, and am writing to
offer my heart-felt
condolences. May his soul
rest in peace and may God
bestow upon you and your
family enough strength and
patience and endure these
testing times. My prayers
are with you and your
family members.

Frough A. Panjshiri/
member of advisory board
- Afghan American
Women Association

I have received with great
» sorrow the sad news about
the sudden death of

b .. ~ Mr.Niamatullah Pazhwak.I

had the privilege of
knowing Mr. Niamatullah
Pazhwak personally. He was
always for me the symbol of
knowledge, patriotism and
courage.

Hereby we share your great
sorrow and sadness and wish
you and your family health and
steadfastness to overcome this
great loss.

Sincerely yours,

Mohammad Sarwar



A few expressions by his
Grandchildren

Emile

A man can be judged for his
achievements or his family
love, but you succeeded in
both.

Wais Mason

We love and miss you Baba
jan.

Bobby

“Silver hair, Gold heart”.

Idress

You always be remembered.
Ilyas

“ Good bye is not forever,
Good bye is not the end. They
simply mean I’ll miss you, un-
til we meet again.”

Danyal

Baba jan you are the best
Grandpa!

Roya

“Life is but a beautiful
Dream.”

Siawash

God bless you.

Arash

Forever remembered.
Darya

I Love you!

Arya

“You put the “grand” in
Grandparent.”

Naweed

Rest in Peace.

Omeed Hafeez

Super grandpa!

Lemar

You turned to a flower.
Durran

Where are you?
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